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MLB Players Partnering with Fans to Strike Out Poverty Across Globe 
Eight Players Combining Efforts to Bring Drinking Water to Most Needy 

 
PHOENIX, AZ (April 30, 2018) – For many in the world, access to clean drinking water can mean walking 
hours to the nearest source. With that in mind, Major League Baseball players have teamed up with 
Phoenix-based non-profit, Food for the Hungry (FH), to raise money through the Striking Out Poverty 
campaign to bring much-needed infrastructure improvements to countries where FH serves. 
 
To date, eight players from five different teams have committed to the campaign which encourages fans 
to join them in raising funds to provide access to clean water in communities across the world, with 
targeted projects in the Dominican Republic (DR). Baseball fans can support the program and their 
favorite players by going to www.pledgeit.org/for/striking-out-poverty and clicking on their favorite 
player below. As an incentive, baseball memorabilia is available along with a donation.  
 
“Our goal is to have baseball bring hope and help to some of the most impoverished areas of the world,” 
said FH Global Ambassador Roberto Clemente Jr, son of MLB Hall of Famer Roberto Clemente. “We saw 
last season how a few players working with their fans could make a difference and now this year, we 
have a movement. MLB players are coming together to make a life-changing impact to communities by 
bringing water purification systems, community centers and potentially a local baseball program to 
areas in the DR and beyond that are truly hurting. It is an honor to see how we can join forces to help 
those who need it most.” 
 
In 2018, Big League Impact, a nonprofit led by St. Louis Cardinals’ pitcher Adam Wainwright, that is 
dedicated to saving lives, restoring dignity and instilling hope in local communities and around the 
globe, will be matching donations up to $50,000.  
 
“Seeing so many of my teammates come together to support this cause has been incredible!” said 
Wainwright, who also participated in Striking Out Poverty last season raising over $31,000.  “My wife 
and I have had the honor to witness the good that Food for the Hungry is doing in the DR and we look 
forward to seeing players & baseball fans everywhere come together to make a big impact this season.” 
 
The following MLB players are participating in Striking Out Poverty this year: Arizona Diamondbacks 
Nick Ahmed; Milwaukee Brewers Chase Anderson; Oakland Athletics Liam Hendriks; St. Louis Cardinals 
Mike Mayers, Michael Wacha, Tyler Lyons and Luke Weaver; and Seattle Mariners Dee Gordon.  
 
 
 
 



About Food for the Hungry 
Founded in 1971, Food for the Hungry provides emergency relief and long-term development programs 
with operations in more than 20 countries, seeking to end all forms of human poverty. Using solutions 
that are innovative and community-specific to the complex view of poverty, Food for the Hungry 
contributes to community-owned transformations that empower children, families and communities to 
invest in their own development. For more information, visit: https://www.fh.org/ 
 
About Striking Out Poverty 
Striking Out Poverty (SOP) is a “first-of-its-kind” campaign by Food for the Hungry to meet the most 
urgent needs in the most vulnerable communities around the world. SOP works through Food for the 
Hungry to improve water infrastructure, install water purification systems, build community centers, 
implement sports programs, revitalize baseball fields, and offer training to local leadership and farmers. 
For more information, visit http://www.strikingoutpoverty.com/ 
 
Get Connected With Food for the Hungry 
Website // www.fh.org 
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